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their simplest form in the first three Gospels (gospel = good
news) of the New Testament of the Bible.

The central idea of his teaching was that God is the
loving father of all that lives, and that all men are therefore
brothers. Therefore, in order to carry out the will of God,
men must act as brothers towards each other. Jesus also com-
pared God to a king; but the Kingdom of God, he said, is
not like a worldly kingdom. Its citizens are all those who
sincerely try to carry out the will of God, which Jesus
summed up in what we call 'the golden rule5, viz.: Do
to others as you would like them to do to you. But he
went even further than this; he said: 'Ye have heard that
it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate
thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and
pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;
that ye may be the children of your Father which is in
heaven: for He maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.' This
was too much for the Jews, as it is in fact still too much
for all the nations of the world, even those that call them-
selves 'Christian'. To the Jews in particular there was
something specially objectionable about this idea of a King-
dom of God in which every sincere person could be included.
For the Jews considered themselves to be God's * Chosen
People', and they looked down upon all non-Jews (' gentiles *
as they called them). Another thing that annoyed the Jews
was that Jesus taught that true religion consisted in behav-
ing in a brotherly way to all, and not in performing
ceremonies or observing rules laid down in holy books.
And sometimes he even directly contradicted the commands
of the Jewish Law (the rules of conduct laid down- by
Moses), as when he said, in the passage quoted above:
*Ye have heard that it hath been said (i.e. in the Jewish
Law). . . . But / say unto you . . .' The Jews naturally
regarded this as a very impious utterance for a Jew to make,
especially for one who, like Jesus, was not a scholar or a
recognized religious teacher.